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being the most convenient spot; and thus the arrange-
ment has continued, except that the exigencies of the
Bengal famine led the Supreme Government to remain
in Calcutta this year. In the height of the season Simla
has now usually a population of about fifteen hundred
Europeans, and as many thousand natives. In a former
chapter I have briefly described its general appearance
and surrounding scenery. One of its drawbacks is a
deficiency, in the supply of water; but this might easily
be remedied,'at some expense, and probably would be
if the house-proprietors were assured that the Supreme
Government intended to continue its summer residence
there ; though I do not quite see how that doubt should
be allowed to have so much influence, because many
of them argue that the example of Masuri has shown
that Simla might flourish even if it were unvisited by
any Government, and might thus secure a less uncertain
income.

The permanent residents of the place are enthusiastic
in their praises of its winter climate, and that is really
the only season of the year in which Simla is calculated
to do much positive good to invalids, the cold then hot
being extreme, though it has been known to fall ten de-
grees below freezing-point, while the air is still, dry, and
both invigorating and exhilarating; but it is as a retreat
in the hot weather of April and May, and of the rains,
that it is most used, and I do not know that much can
be said in its praise as a sanitarium during that long
season. Of course it is a great thing to escape from the
fiery heat of the Indian plains in April and May, and
from their muggy oppressive warmth during the five
succeeding months ; but that is about the extent of the
sanitary advantages of Simla in summer,,and the climate
then has serious drawbacks of its own. I derived no
benefit from it, nor did any of the invalids" there with